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A Twentiath Contury
Fox black and white
publicity posteard, Sold
for £4.750 at Christia’s
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argaree Barren, che
direcwor of Entercainment
Memorabilia for Bonhams & Burerfickds is on the phone from
LA, She says she is sming beside a rable thar once belonged w
Marilyn Monroe with a book of Jim Mormison poctry on wp of ic “Two
of my Evourite icons together inone place,” she langhs down the phone.
“Somenmes people come ineo my deparumenc and sarc moving dungs
around to sie down and 1 well them o be really careful, some of those
things used o belong vo Manhmn.”

Barrett has to be cautious, celebnisy memorabilia is big business thes:
days and it doesn’ gee any bigger dhan Monroe. IF you want 2 major retum
an your millions forget investing in shares or property;, you need an ivem
of clothing that once belonged wo the workds moss famouns screen goddess.

“I aveended 3 2009 sale ae Julien’s and warched in dishelief as 2 simple whiee
werry robe that belonged w Marilyn sold for US$120,000," says life-long
Maonroe collecwor Scom Former. “In 1999 i sold for USS18,400."

So what’s behind these incradible prices? *You ask livde kids today and
they kmow who she is even if chey have never seen her films,” says Barrere,
I think the furcher we ger away from Monroek life the more mysterious
she becomes. You see 3o many celebnués reinvenung her look and so many
picwures of her everywhere dhae she doesn’s seem real. | chink memorabilia
reminds us thae she was a real person.”

Despire dying eragically of an apparent overdose at the age of 36.in 1962,
Monroe's seductive appeal appears v be immorel. “1f she had lived she
would have been 85 nexe vear bue we will never see her ravaged by dme,”
Monroe collecror, former wresting promoter, probacion officer and retived
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LEFT:
Clockwise from top left fo right: A 193619530 Yankes baseball cwned by Marilyn and signed by Joe Dilagglo,

Lou Gherig, Johnny Murphy, Joe Gordon, Bob Johnson, Chez Sanger, Red Rolf, Ghad Rufling and Ted Lyons. Sold
for £3.500; Marilyn's mixed cut, triple drop fringe ear pendants with clip fitting. Sold for £8,750; An evening stole
of black silk jersey trimmed with white fur, with a photograph of Marillyn wearing it. Sold: £42,050; A handwritten,

signed letter from Marilyn. Sold for £2.750; A rare 1055 Marilyn Monroe calendar. Sold for £500; Marlyn's thres-

quarter length evening dress. Sold for £9.375; Marilyn Monrce during the fimi
yboy magazine, 1953, Sold for £3,000; Marilyn's tailored wool jacket with fox fur collar,
Sold for £39,650; Eight magazines all featuring Marilyn Monnoe on the cover. Sold for £250; A 1960 copy of Playboy

£812; A rare first issue of Pia
magazine. Sold for £2 500 at Christie’s

ABOVE-

Clockwiss from left o right: A Marilyn Monros signed photograph. Sold for

Departmant of Defenses’ identification card. Sold for USS5T.000; A

DiMaggio. Sold for US36,000; A 19505 Marilyn Monnos cocktall dress. Sold for ussm.m 1950 Marilyn Monnoe twice-
1946

Marityn

1954 ‘US

signed contract with Twentisth Century Fox. Sold for USS8.540;
Cantury Foo, Sold for USS48,000 a1 Bonhams & Bumsrficlds

signed
Marilhyn Monroe kstter handwritten to Joe

of The Seven Year frch. Sold for

Monroe signed confract with Twentisth

invesement banker David Gainsborough Robers wells Fumeingh. “I've
probably enly spent aboue USS 50,000 on my collecton bue itk worth
gigantic amount now, possibly even US320 million. But at the dme [ didn'
buy to sell, I don'’t buy o sell anyehing.”

Gainsborough Roberts is 2 flamboyane legend in memorabilia cirdes.
He was first inspired wo collect as a child when his grandmodher gave
him a piece of wood said wo be from Nelson’ Fleory. Today his collection
swamps his Jersey island home and includes the clothes that Bonnic and
Clyde wore when they were lilled and a desdh mask of banlk robber John
Dillinger, The 20 dresses in his collecton as well as dozens of other iems
of memorabilia such as pill boxes found with Monroe when she died and
a postcard seating ™o, I'm not pregnant” are now being exhibited av the
Jersey Museum until the end of che vear.

Like Gainsborough Robers, Former has also loaned dozens of irems
from his *six-figures-or-more collecton” v a huge show of Monros
memorabilia char mins ax Californiss Hollywood Museum unil August
31, *My favouniee iems? | kel pardcularly protwceve of items in my
collection thae Marilyn considered fivouniees when she owned them such
a3 4 mink fur collar shes phowgraphed wearing several ames in 1955
and 1956, says Forener. *[ also have ieems from when she was young
such as her firse camera.”

Bosh collecrors source cheir material from repurable auctons as well
as reliable individual sources, Gainsborough Robers says he became
fnends with Monroes masseur Ralph “Rafe’ Robens before he died.
“He saw her almose every day for three vears and was probably one of
the last pecple who spake v Monroe before she died,” the collector
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Fram left to right:
Marilyn Mantaa's
white fou fur muff;
Marilyn Manroa's
personal mink fur collar;
Marilyn Monroa's limea
grean Puccl blousa
from Scott's Monros
callaction

says. “Heks always mainwmined chae she didn't kill herself and dhae
the overdose was a wrrible accidene.” OF course, Monroe is also

a focus for hero worship from conwemporary celebrivy collecwors.
Lindsay Lohan, whe recreared Monroe’s ‘Last Siving’ Fogne
photo session wich origingl phowgrapher Bere Swern for New York
Magazine, told the magazine she had boughe an aparumenc where
Muonroe ance lived and filled ic wich “a lovof Manlyn scff™.

During a landmark sale of Monroes eseawe by Chrisde’s in
1999, singer Mariah Carey boughe Monroes chilihood piano for
LIS%662,000 (“le belonged wo her mother and was @ plece of her
childhood,” the singer said); Tommy Hilfiger boughe a pair of her
jeans and boots for LT55112,000 and Massimo Ferragamo boughe back
a pair his company’s red sdlero heels for US542,000. The highlighe of
the aucdon, however, was the sale of the famous dress Monroe wore
ros sing a breachy Happy Birthday w US President John F Kennedy: Ie
sald for a smgpering USS1.2 million, a world record for a dress dhae
has stll never been broken.

“The facr thar this sale achieved US%13.4 million in wel in
1999 from 576 lots is a reflecdon of the incredible enduring
appeal of Monroes legend,” Christes London memorabilia expen
Katherine Williams says. Stephanie Connell ar Bonhams agrees. “A
lot of actresses get lose in the midst of dme bue Monroe endures

COURTESY OF 000 TS MOMRDE COLLECTION

whether ics in Warhol painangs or her association with hiscoric
figures. There is no doube she is an icon,”

Ar che vime of going w press, Amercan aucnon house Julien’ was
prepanng a memorabilia sale chae included X-rays of Monroe's chese
waken in 1954, 4 chair the aceress used in a phowo-shoor and the eouch
she used oo sic on when she visieed her psychiaerise, “Can you imagine
the soonics thar couch could well?” says Darren Julien, the company’s
CEO, speaking from Tokyo where the ieems were appearing on
Japanese wlevision. Julien’s previously sold USS 103 million-worth
of Monroe iems in is 2005 sale including her Joe DiMaggio
divarce papers (LS5, 300% her personal book of welephone numbers
{US390,000) and a picture of 4 rose she paineed and dedicared w JFK
{USS78,000)

Likz all collecwors, dealers and aucdon companies, Julien warns
of the impormnce of provenance. *We do noe sell anyehing that we
cannot auchendeare chrough phomgraphic evidence or repumble
souirees,” he says. *Maribym had a boe of assiseanes and every week we
are shown chings chae are juse fake. On one occasion we were offered
hair curlers thar were supposed w be Marilyn's bue chey had been
nenufacired in the 1970s long ateer her death.”

Barreer ar Bonhams & Bueeerfields says the mose heare-breaking
part of her job is elling would-be sellers char a smudio assismnt



COLLECTOR DAVID GAINSBOROUGH ROBERTS

I must nove 20 costumes inchiding the biock cockiall dress she wone in Some
LIk I Hor, I wers - o Ight she hod fo-be plokad up and iowered Info he blaybis for
s st scena. | sarfad colacting In 1991 when | Dougnt rmy st Monmos deds for
about £15,000. In thoss doys 1 wios o 1ot of Mcney and everyons waos saying who
I& thal cmzy man. Fom Then | was mamed ho Mariiyn. Ther was no gafling cway
fromr M. Home can | anand 17 | 4onT Rove a wits, | don'T have children and | donT
MEONE & MOgoos”

H For delalls of Gointborough Roberts's Monios memomibila exhiblfion In
Jorsey vish jerseyhammiage. org

COLLECTOR AND CURATOR

SCOTT FORTNER - WWW.MARILYNMONROECOLLECTION.COM

"Thar i just somelhing magioo! about Monioes, Sha's a modam day Cleopat.
Young, modam sarsts are ofan compannsd 10 Rer and thal's amazng conskanng
she disd neary 50 years ago, The: Marliyn | ind most ioscinating 18 1he woman
RO Komge 1008 KN Senousy 03 an octRzss 03 3ns siruggiad 1o move oway
from tha typacast mlss of e dumb Dionds. Biading O auaTion is a tough call ar
firmies, Yiou make decislons Dased on wWhot s happening amund you, Bur foday the
cemanct tor Nar property & Inomeasing wiih prices shooting through tha ot She 15
o golden iFvestmeant”

B Far delails of e Monms memorabilla exhibilion In Callfemia - lsauring
nama mom Fortmers cofaction - vistt TRanolywosdmusaUrm .com

MEMORABILLA EXPERT AT CHRISTIES.COM KATHERINE WILLLAMS

“Thie provanancs of sournce of memonbiila s aiways of pammount imporance.
Tha T&mE N our 1999 sola of MONToS Narms wWar CIRscTi em ner eaies and
IFrpaCa e, | WOy OV ISS armyonS W WS 10 DUy msmombila 1o buy tom
a1 EpUtaie Quotion housa oF deoler AT Chise’s we Pave fasearch feams thar
afsure the nistony of an Bem and he fony of he salier match up: Do plenty

of romawor and buy somatning To which you hove an emotional, persondl
FEAEONSS. T Moy Mot GO Up In WIile DUT OaF \Sast you Can e Wirn T I yowr ove 11"

CED OF JULIENSAUCTIONS.COM DARREN JULIEN

TWhy do: peopls colisat repnoimitaliia? They want 'a place of Him of mok' nToll risony,
Some pacple may want to diverly thel pooolios and regard mamomabiig in he
STITE WY 08 .an Sging] Work of arm, Dut most collecT Deoouss May ore possionata
GO THEdn EROUIMNS STar ONoe | wios Dsing shown aound an unnamad ceistimys
hiarhe anct They asked wihl coubd b done Tocmiprove Tha colisataloiity of el
pogssssions. Tha anawer ks for Tham o pass awoy, Whnan celabiities dia T makss:

@ bilg diference Because helr oUTpUT cocmsad, A Tow years ago we Sokd Caoge
Harmzon's GIBson SE mm e e 19608 fof US5560,000 s probably worth over a
iR nosw. And Lannon 12 5l the most ooleotitke of The Boaties”

DIRECTOR OF ENTERTAINMENT MEMORABILIA IN LA AT BONHAMS.
COM/US, MARGARET BARRETT

“AIS TMans offar Koons ke Monme? Michios! Jockson disd young and togcony whan
o chesebety 18 roge in deart ey Do baan Nugs: in s, MIGhosl Jacksonis musks hos
foUGhad ths Ives of sevanl gensramions, Feopie get sertimantal. When he died | was
‘il Someons who Wwas 18 yedrs youngsas than me and we both fell o very stong
sanss of noshaigha, Mow he & gone. he will never sign anather hirg again”

TIMES JOURNALIST SARA BUYS WHO RECENTLY VISITED GAINSBOROUGH
ROBERTS' EXHIBITIONTO TRY MOMNROE'S CLOTHES

“Mionioe wos v el e inchaes, Just over sight Sione and probdbey a 308, What
macks her Dody adraodinory was tha 12-nch difeence batween her chast and hilp
IMIGCHUTSITIERTE QN TSr WST, In Hel WILINGS! Yaoirs She Woukl Dove bean 26, 23, 357

Clochwizs from feft to right: Marilyn Monrog
chair used for the July 1962 phato shoot for Life
magazine. Estimate: US$2,000 to US54,000; Marilyn
Maonroa's pink Pucci blouse. Estimata: Uﬁﬂ,ﬂm
to USH4,000; Marilyn Monroa's therapist

Estimats: US$B1JG 'ﬁa Uﬁ ) J‘Bﬂ' Au

dresses and even household irems, there are plenty of
g&nﬁmimmsttt appeal to Marilyn collecrors of all budgers.
And when a genuine item arrives at auction ata price chat’s
rigght for the collector the sensation is indescribable. “T can
remember handling an identity eard that once helonged o
Monroe and it was an genuine electric thrill” says Barrete.
“Even in an ID picture she looked glamerous.”

For Gainsborough Roberts its a unique feeling.
“These things are linked to real people, not images in a
photograph ar aceors in a film. The sensation is childlike.
I acuually own this piece of history! And itk actnally in my
tront room! People say thar [ could have had a holiday for
what [ paid for an irem, but 1 don't wanta weelk in France,
I want this excitement” &
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